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WAY FORWARD 
The task of restoring trust is a challenge due to the country’s traditional Soviet perceptions of 
immunology and immunization. Immunization in Ukraine is perceived as a risky medical 
intervention, appropriate only for completely healthy children. A physician must authorize each 
vaccination after the child has undergone a physical examination and blood test. At this point, 
many children are referred to specialists if anything slightly abnormal is present. The national 
contraindications policy and consent process encourage fear of vaccination. Health staff feels 
unprotected against punishment if a child they immunize develops a serious side effect, so most 
are extremely cautious. Vaccine procurement is very inefficient and apparently corrupt, which 
has resulted in low trust in the vaccines offered and in severe vaccine stock-outs since 2010.  

The main challenges faced in Ukraine include MCHIP’s extremely limited budget; lack of  
in-country staff; lack of technical guidance from the MOH on some key areas, such as proper 
vaccination administration; as well as many existing policies that do not follow globally 
recommended ones. The current political crisis has also delayed the completion of MCHIP’s 
work. 




